Shalom, Pliskovers!
With a chill in the air on a crisp December day, what better is there to do than put together another Pliskover update?  So, here goes…

Board Announcements
· The cemetery grounds continue to be well-maintained.  New folding chairs were purchased, as were 10 new Israeli flags that were put out for Kaiver Ovus.
· With our new software system, we have begun to enter family genealogy information, which is so important to the continued vitality of the organization.  I have received family trees from board members, covering Rubensteins/Slipoys, Weiners, and Pearls/Katofskys.  I invite the readers of this newsletter to send me their family lineages to include in the system.
· Next year’s (2012) dues statements are scheduled to go out in January.  As with last year, the statements will be generated by our new computer system.  We ask that when you receive the statements, please send your dues in a timely fashion, and be sure to verify the accuracy of your contact information (name, address, phone, and email).
Did You Know…

· An error I made in my last email update, correctly identified by Tony Calig about the purchase of our cemetery.  My update described a 1936 purchase, that according to the Allegheny County records.  Here is the entry from our Association minutes of the February 4, 1917 meeting:

· “The treasurer reported $725.00 already available for the cemetery purchase, the mortgage being valued at $750.00. Lazar Rubenstein and Morris Rosen made the purchase on their own accounts and subsequently donated it to the organization. At the same meeting, the following were appointed to the Cemetery Committee: Jacob Rosen, Eli Weiner, and Shalom Gordon. Thus, the Pliskover Association becomes busier than ever. A fence, water, and a thousand other needs have to be looked to; and new responsibilities have been assumed. During that same year, on January 26, 1917, Raphael ben Shimon, then our oldest Landsmann, had died and he was the first to be laid to rest on our cemetery. All Pliskovers, regardless of their being members or not, paid their last respects to his memory by attending the funeral.”
· Sixty years ago (December 7, 1941), the Pliskover meeting was interrupted by shocking news of the Japanese attack upon Pearl Harbor. Indescribable commotion and excitement. From sense of outrage, members vow to avenge the treacherous blow. Regular business of meeting postponed. The secretary, Mr. Harry Adler, records in the minutes that on Monday, December 8, at 2:00 PM, the United States declared war on Japan; and that on Tuesday, December 9, Germany and Italy declared war on the United States, and America, in turn recognized that a state of hostilities existed between this democracy and the Fascist and Nazi governments of Europe. Membership voices the hearty wish that these enemies of mankind be destroyed forever from the face of the earth and that their names be remembered only in ignominy.
· More new volunteers are needed to ensure the ongoing strength and vitality of the Cemetery and the greater Pliskover Association.  The time commitment is minimal, with monthly board meetings.  This is your chance to set the course for the second century of our Association’s existence.  To volunteer, all you have to do is send an email to pliskover@pliskover.com
Pliskover Picnic

The Pliskover Picnic was held on Sunday August 21, 2011, at Monroeville Community Park.  We had about 75 people in attendance.  The weather held off turning into a storm until after we enjoyed hot dogs, desserts, our scholarship presentation, and the traditional BINGO games.  It sure was great getting together with our Pliskover family.  Many thanks to all who helped with the picnic, especially David Forman, Honey and Harold Forman, Cheryl Kaufman, and Irv and Shirley Weiner.
Scholarships
If you are interested in applying for next year’s scholarship, the requirements are being an active member of the Pliskover Association, be enrolled in any post-High School academic program by Fall 2012, and submit an essay on the Pliskover Experience.  Questions should be directed to Ann Gould, anngould@verizon.net or 412-371-7757.
Kaiver Ovus
Our annual Kaiver Ovus, Memorial Day, paying respect to our dearly departed before the High Holidays was held on Sunday, September 11, 2011.  Thank you to all who came out and to Ann Gould, who assisted with the traditional liturgy.  Thank you to the following for their generous donations:

	Judy Speck Angelo

David and Irma Barr

Irvin and Marilyn Beck

Howard and Norma Berg

Jacob and Jeanne Chottiner

Marsha Cohn and Stan Wilkins

Eileen Cook

Elliot and Valerie Cook

Scott and Tracey Cook

Estelle Davidson

Roberta Dizenfeld

Miriam Fineberg

Abe and Ida Flesch

Harold and Honey Forman

Myron and Bernice Friedlander

Ronald and Ann Gould

Harriet Green

Norman and Eleanor Greenberg

David and Rita Hanger

Donald and Rochelle Lefkowitz

Joseph and Eileen Levin

Jerome and Harriette Libenson

Rochelle Katz and Stephen Rudkin

Cheryl Kaufman

Phyllis Levine
	Harriet Marks

Stuart and Kim Marks

Sidney Medgaus

Irwin Mogerman

Ernest and Joyce Pearl

Ettie Perilstein

Henry and Ruth Rosen

Michael and Charlotte Rosenthal

Barbara Rosenzweig

Bud and Eleanor Roth

Betty Lou Rubenstein

Leonard and Carole Rubenstein

Kimball and Hannah Rubin

Mort and Paula Rubin

Gloria Shapiro

Mena Shapiro

Martin and Louise Silverman

Reva Simon

Stephen and Susan Speck

Elliott and Gerry Tanack

Edward Weiner

David and Diana Weissberg

Deborah Winters

Gerald and Lois Zahn

Lois Ziff


Announcements:

· Congratulations to Beth Spiegel, who was re-elected to the North Miami Beach City Council in May 2011, for her second term.  Her husband, Harvey Pitterman, performed yeoman's work to help get her re-elected, and her brother, Richard Spiegel, flew in from Arizona to help work the polls.
· Barbara Rosenzweig offered the following:
· On the way home from the July board meeting, Gloria Shapiro and I stopped at Baskin Robbins and had ice cream.  While sitting and enjoying the forbidden treat, in walked Sara and Burton Morris, a gorgeous little girl.  Burton is the son of Bunny and Sonny Morris, and Sara is someone that I shared company with at several JCC theater productions.  She was very young at the time, but I remember her to be one of the sweetest young ladies in the cast.  Upon being introduced to Burton, I was so impressed that I started coughing upon the introduction, and couldn't stop until it was time for them to leave.  As soon as I stopped, I made sure I told him that one of our Pliskovers has his paintings in every room at their home.  I can't tell you who the Pliskover is, because you might be tempted to help yourself.  Besides, they are only in two rooms.  By the way, I stopped coughing just before they left.  I had time to tell him that meeting him had me all choked up.  Sara and Burton are a beautiful couple. And it was a pleasure to meet them there.
· Dr. Stephen November was promoted to the rank of Colonel on October 6, 2011 at Fort Knox, Kentucky.  Dr. November is the Chief of the Obstetrics and Gynecology department of Ireland Army Community Hospital. He is the son in-law of Ruth Baer and the late Louis Baer, and husband of proud wife Nancy.
· Our thoughts and prayers are with Financial VP Ann Gould, who announced that she is out of remission.  She is now receiving treatments.  We all wish Ann the best with the least problematic treatment.  Get well soon!
· More get well wishes to board members Irv Weiner, Ron Gould, and Cookie Danovitz.
· Best wishes to Joe Calig for a complete recovery from his most recent fall off of his bicycle.  Not hurt, we hear…
· Get well wishes to Estelle Davidson, who is recovering at Charles Morris Rehab, and to Shirley Kass, in Florida.

· Jared Rubin pledged ZBT at Indiana University and his sister, Falon is working hard at Boston University.
· Zachary Michael Scher, son of Lisa and Matthew Scher, became a Bar Mitzvah Nov. 12, 2011 in Philadelphia, PA.  Zachary is the Grandson of Ann and Ron Gould and the great grandson of the late Harry and Lena Weiner.  Zachary wore a Tallit made by his grandmother Ann Gould that included pieces from his great grandfather Harry's Bar Mitzvah Tallit.  Other Pliskovers joining in the celebration were Eileen Levin, Barbara Levin and Dr. Ed Weiner, all from Florida, and Pam Weiner and Tim Hemstreet from Virginia.

· Noah Weiner, son of Louis and Lane Weiner, grandson of Irv and Shirley Weiner, and great-grandson of the late Louis and Bertha Weiner, became a Bar Mitzvah on November 5, 2011, at Temple David in Monroeville, PA.  Mazel Tov to Noah and all of the Weiner family!
Please send me your news and notes to include in the next Pliskover News.

Passings:

We are sad to announce the following passings:

· Barbara Rudkin, sister-in-law of Rochelle (Shelley) and Steve Rudkin, passed away on July 8, 2011.  She is survived by husband Dr. Victor Rudkin.
· George Ziff, husband of 55 years of Lois (Miller) Ziff, formerly of Pittsburgh, passed away on October 3, 2011 at the age of 87.  In addition to his wife, he is survived by children Fred, his wife Pam, and their son Erik Ziff; Lisa Ziff; Mauri Ziff, her husband Jeff Hamond, and their children Sivana and Ilan Ziff-Hamond; and Vikki Ziff.  A private funeral service was held at B'nai Israel Cemetery, Hempfield Township, with Rabbi Sara Perman officiating.

· Jerry Rosen passed away on June 20, 2011.  He is survived by his wife, Sylvia, and sister Evelyn Sackler.  Jerry is the son of the late Joseph and Dora Rosen, grandson of the late Morris and Miriam Rosen.  Jerry was a composer and clarinetist, along with abilities to play other instruments.  He founded the UC Davis Music Department.  Steve and Linda Rosen recalled their visits and correspondence, and they still have some of his live recordings.
New Contacts Found
· Anatol Zolutushkin found our website from his home in Israel.  A popular feature of the website is the map of Pliskov, complete with labels on the houses.  He identified the house of Iosef Goldman, the brother of his grandmother, who arrived in the USA in 1913.  He wants to know if any of the readers of this newsletter has any information or knowledge.  Send me a note if you have anything that could be of help. 

· Victor Korotov sent us a letter about his great grandfather, Judka Lieyb Porh.  It talks about some Christenings that took place in Pliskov, and is seeking any information about his family.  See his very interesting letter, attached to the end of this newsletter.
Closing

We hope that this newsletter finds you well, and we wish everyone a Happy Chanukah and New Year 2012!  Please let me know what is new with you and your families.   
Always,

Jared Kaufman

VP, Media Services

www.pliskover.com

PS-  If you are receiving this message by mistake, please alert us by sending an email to pliskover@pliskover.com.

13 September 2011
Dear Sirs,
I have discovered “Pliskover Association” and now I am enthusiastic at last. My great-grandfather Jewdka [Judka] Lieyb Porh (in Russian Юдка Лейба Порх), from Pliskov, of Lipovets rayon was born in 1842 or 1843. When he was ten years old, he was baptized in Vinnitsa’s Orthodox Cathedral of the Transfiguration. The parents of the boy were absent during baptism, and we don’t know their names.
We found the Act of Christening of 1853, the 25th of March, Vinnitsa, in the State Archives of Russia. According to this Act the boy lost his name Jewdka Lieyb Porh and became christened “Nicolas Alexandrov” and member of the Orthodox Church.
Alexandre Miloradovitch, the young aide-de-camp of the Fourth Cavalry Division of the Russian Empire was godfather to the boy. Nicolas was died in 1879 in Saint-Petersbourg, he was 37 years old only. One of his five children was my grandfather.
I don’t find out the name “Porh” among the Families of Pliskov, however I hope to get some information from the members of “Pliskover Association” speaking Russian because all the documents of the Christening and adoption were in Russian.
According to the Law of the Russian Empire any Jewish parents lost all their rights to their own children in the case of Christening. After baptism Nicolas and his parents had never seen each other. But who were these parents?.. What can I do to approximate to the truth?
Yours faithfully                                
                               Victor Korotov
