PLISKOVER CEMETERY ASSOCIATION INC.

P.O. BOX 8237

PITTSBURGH, PA  15217

September – October 2003

Hello Pliskovers!!!   Even though another dreaded winter is approaching, I’m finding warmth in the knowledge that on May 2, 2004 we will be meeting again to celebrate our 100 minus 4 Reunion.  (100-4 sounds so much better than 96.)   The invitations are being ordered as I write (I hope), and the officers and board + members are working together to see that everyone will hopefully be pleased.  To be honest with you, all Pliskover get-togethers I have been to showed the happiness on everyone’s face in attendance.  Of course I must admit that the picnic bingos did not put a smile on my face.  I never won!!    Just remember folks:  May 2, 2004, Beth Shalom Synagogue, 6:00 p.m., live music (which certainly beats the alternative).  Please send or bring with you any memorabilia you may have of yesteryear regarding the Pliskovers.  If you send it to us, please state if you want it back.  Bud Roth, our historian, will take good care of everything.  At the last dinner reunion Bud had set up a beautiful display of Pliskovers from the “good old days.”  You can be sure you’ll enjoy this again.  Jared Kaufman has requested old photos and stories to post on the website.  To do this, please send emails to Jared at:  


pliskover@pliskover.com

One more reminder:  web page is:  www.pliskover.com  

Get well wishes go to Joe Calig.  Hang in there, Joe.  A reunion without your family just wouldn’t do.  Also, enjoy your new digs in Seal Beach, CA.  Glad to see Ruth Kaufman and Andy Gorman doing well after cataract surgery.  Gloria Shapiro is back in business after disc surgery.  Erwin Rubenstein is doing better after a bad fall.  Belle Roth is trying to hang in there.  Joe, too!  A special hello to Belle Leff, now living in Aventura, FL.  If I missed anyone, get well in spite of me.

Let’s get started thinking about the annual scholarship we give to the best written essay(s) on the Pliskov Immigrant Experience.  These scholarships are available to qualified high school seniors or ANY student already enrolled in an institution of higher learning.    Any child 18 or under of a Pliskosver member, or a Pliskover, if nineteen or over is eligible.  Ann Weiner Gould and Ernie Pearl are the chairpersons for this.  Ann’s computer is out of order right now, so if you want more information and/or an application please call her at 412/371-7757.  

Our resident computer guru, Jared Kaufman, has created a scholarship page on the website.  It is tagged “Under Construction.”  Jared will post the scholarship application and an “apply online” page later.  In the meantime, he has also set up an email address for scholarship issues.  The email address is:  scholarship@pliskover.com.  I think I’ve covered enough bases to make you dizzy.  But – the choice is yours.  Jared, by the way, went to Thailand to make a presentation for his company, Bricmont, Inc.  Mazel Tov!!

2.

At this point I would like to say something about the future of our organization.  Our future depends on caring people, like you, to stay alive.  Corny, I know, but the truth is a cemetery association NEEDS caring people to stay alive.  So I want to thank each and every one of you who has been kind enough to send money for Kaiver Ovus in memory of your loved ones.  Your names have been listed on the last page of this document.  If you don’t see your name, it is never too late to honor your family and friends.  Please send your contribution, and your name will be listed in the next Newsletter.  As much as we need money to help keep us going, we also need YOU as a part of our officers and board.  Please think about this.  We will not be having a Board meeting in November, but plan to meet the first Monday in December.  We welcomed the visit of Andy Gorman at our October meeting.  He gave us a large picture of the Pliskovers who attended an anniversary dinner.  

Yakov Dekhtyar sent a beautiful Rosh Hashanah card wishing all Pliskover Landsleit a special holiday, holding happiness for all.

I have three great losses to report to you.  I regret to inform you of the loss on August 14 of Stuart Katz, husband of Donna, father of Sean & Jason, son of Gerry & Elliott Tanack, and the late Paul Katz, and beloved brother of Jeanne Katz, and Shelley Katz & Steve Rudkin.  Gerry and I go back many years, all the way to Kindergarten and the early years of Madison School.  That may be why my heart goes out extra special to the Katz family.  There aren’t enough words to express my grief for this wonderful family.  Stuart was a fantastic human being, and will always be remembered as such.

On August 28, Molly Speck, wife of the late Martin, and beloved mother of George & Margaret Speck, and Judy & Joe Angello, passed away.  Molly was a dear person who I had the pleasure of seeing every year at the cemetery during Kaiver Ovus.  I also go back many years knowing the Speck family, whose grocery store was around the corner from where I lived. 

To the family of Harry Wagner, who passed away on September 22, I am again at a loss of words regarding the passing of a young loved one.  Harry was the beloved brother of Amy & Steve Perilstein, and James & Rochelle Wagner.  To parents Jackie and Arnold Wagner, I can only say that the example you have set for your children certainly shows in their lives and actions.  Although I never met Harry, I knew of him, and the struggle he had in trying to live his life.  He was a courageous young man.  May he now feel the peace he so deserves.

My blessings go out to all of the above.  May happy memories surround you, and make your lives easier each day.  The world’s a better place having had you all in it.

A happy special birthday to Bernie Schwartz, and Irv Shapiro.  Bernie & Lil are probably getting ready to head for Florida, but better make arrangements to head back to Pittsburgh before May 2.

3.

Welcome to our organization new members Sid & Betty Medgaus.  Sid’s mother was a Kotovsky.   Sid was a friend of mine during my teen years!!!  Talk about going back!!!

It was nice to see Pearl Cohen at the cemetery in September.  Since we had a minion there, Pearl and her cousin, Lois (Diamond) Bron, decided to unveil Nathan’s stone.  It was a sweet time, with special memories of Nathan.  Pearl is planning to move to N. Carolina in the spring.  I miss Nathan’s calls regarding Pliskovers.  He was a kind and interesting gentleman.

If I didn’t tell you that Jerry Roth retired and moved to Tempe, AZ, then I just did.

Looking over some old notes I came across some I may have forgotten to write.  For instance, Eddie Hackman (Reva Simon’s hubby) was honored recently by the Tri-State Federation of Jewish Men’s Clubs, and given the Maasim Tovim (Doer of Good Deeds) Award as Man of the Year.  Ed was honored by the Tree of Life, Beth Shalom, and the New Light. He is a very special volunteer.  To name a few:  cooking for Men’s Club and Sisterhood brunches; coordinating various bus trips sponsored by the Men’s Club; time spent with the Veterans Administration Hospital; decorating the graves of Jewish War Veterans; and helping the Squirrel Hill Kosher Super Pantry. You are a mensch, Eddie.

Also in the notes I discovered that I forgot to pass on condolences to Esther Clair.  Her sister, Ruth Goldman, of Oak Ridge, TN passed away after a long illness.  Our sympathies to you, Esther.  I know how close and proud you are of your family.  Especially of son Ira Clair, who has been dovening for 19 years at The Young Peoples Synagogue for Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.

Repairs are needed on the grave sites of the following:  Sam Rosen, Sam Marcus, Morris Verbofsky, Jack Mogerman, Meyer Medgaus, Harry & Lenore Berger, Eva & Louis Clair.  If you are aware who we can get in touch with regarding the repairs of these graves, please let Irv Weiner know.  His number is 412-373-0791.  email: WeinerEdel@aol.com.  

That’s it for now.  Everybody focus on May 2.  Make your arrangements.  Feel free to call me at any time.

Shalom,

Barbara (Rubenstein) Rosenzweig

412-421-0296

email:  PRLSDTR@AOL.COM     

Donations made by the following for K.O. 2003

Jean Abrams

Dorothy Augenblick

Eileen (Ruth) & Lou Baer

Irma & David Barr

Marilyn & Irwin Beck

Norma & Howard Berg

Neti (Anala) & James Bieselin

Lois & Klaus Bron

Joseph Calig

Rosella Camill

Jean & Jacob Chottiner

Judity & Michael Cohen

Pearl Cohen

Marsha Cohn

Eeny Cook

Tracey & Scott Cook

Valerie & Elliot Cook

Estelle Davidson

Bobbie & Mervin Dizenfeld

Sandra & Leon Dorfzaun

Judy & Robert Feldman

Miriam & Saul Fineberg

Honey & Harold Forman

Rochelle & Paul Freedel

Bernice & Myron Friedlander

Carole S. Gerson

Marcia & David Gordon

Rivka Gordon/Donnell Van Noppen

Eva & Benjamin Goretz

Henry Gorman

Ann & Ron Gould

Dorothy & Hank Greenberg

Ettie Haas

Rita & David Hanger

Bernard Harris

Bess & Jack Henderson

Miriam Herman

Lois & James Holbrook

Bernice Ibe

Jeanne Katz

Cheryl & Ron Kaufman

Ruth Kaufman

Lois Leff

Rochelle & Donald Lefkowitz

Eileen & Joseph (Skip) Levin

Phyllis Levine

Harriette & Jerry Libenson

Harriet Marks

Betty & Sid Medgaus

Ginger Merkow

Alan G. Miller

Brad J. Miller

Ron Mogerman

Maggie & David Pearl

Ettie Perilstein

Bea & Lou Port

Barbara Rosenzweig

Belle & Joe Roth

Eleanor & Bud Roth

Melvin Roth

Rhea Roth

BettyLou & Erwin Rubenstein

Paula & Mort Rubin

Irwin Schutzer

Lil & Bernie Schwartz

Gloria & Irv Shapiro

Louise & Martin Silverman

Audrey & Ralph Silverman

Reva Simon/Ed Hackman

Susan & Steven Speck 

Beth Spiegel/H. Pitterman

Ruth Spiegel

Judy & James Steiner

June Steiner

Gerry & Elliot Tanack

Burnice & Isadore Valen

Lena Weiner

Shirley & Irv Weiner

Diana & David Weissberg

Lois & Gerald Zahn

Lois & George Ziff

