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The holidays have come and gone, and I think I was able to enjoy them a little more than usual.  This year my heart has been full of sweet memories, and the many lessons I have learned.  I hope your holidays were blessed, and you too are happy with sweet memories.

Our two Sundays at the cemetery for Kaiver Ovus were warm, friendly, and a pleasure to be there with and for our Pliskovers.  Our greeters were Marilyn Brody, Honey Forman, Ann & Ron Gould, Ernie Pearl, Bud Roth, Eric Speck, Irv Weiner, and yours truly.   Again this year Ann Gould voluntarily did the prayers at the places for those who wished her to.  A special thank you to Irma & David Barr, Ron & Cheryl Kaufman, Carole & Leonard Rubenstein, and Louise & Martin Silverman for their generous contributions in honor of Ann’s efforts for the organization.  A thank you to all who so generously gave  in memory of your loved ones.  Listed on an attached sheet are the names of all the donaters.  If you don’t see your name, don’t be upset.  It is never too late to donate for Kaiver Ovus.  All new donations will be listed in the next Newsletter.  

Our heartfelt condolences go to Bernie & Kristi Caplan on the passing of Bernie’s dear mother, Helen Caplan, wife of the late Irvin Caplan.  I had the pleasure of meeting and speaking with Helen several times.  She was a kind, caring person, and will be missed.

Best wishes go out to Valerie Cook for a quick and permanent recovery.  The same wishes go to Lois Leff.  Here are two ladies that could give lessons in how to overcome the bad, and welcome the good.  Also, get well wishes go out to Lou & Bea (Roth) Port, and sister Rosella (Roth) Camill.  

From Steve & Sue Speck comes this proud news.  Daughter Amy graduated from The College of Charleston, Charleston, SC in May, 2005.  She has an Honors Degree Cum Laude in Psychology with Departmental Honors, a minor in Jewish Studies.  She also wore Golden Key cords as part of the Golden Key program. And, Amy was a recipient of the 2001 Pliskover Scholarship.  Amy hopes to travel to Israel in the fall, and volunteer with The Magin David Adom.  Amy is the granddaughter of Ettie & Phil Speck, and great-granddaughter of Solomon & Yetta Speck.

To Michael and Judi (Grotstein) Cohen, Mazel Tov on the honors your daughter has received.  Arika, also one of our young members, recently graduated Magna Cum Laude from Emerson in Boston.  She had a private art showing for her Costume and Stage Designs, and was hired as Costume Director for Boston’s Children Theatre.  Arika is also teaching Drama/Theatre in Boston.  Grandmother is the late Bebe Margolis, and great-grandparents are the late Ben and Ida Margolis.
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Mazel Tov to Robin (Levy) & Sebastion Covarrubias on  the birth of their son Eben Zakai Covarrubias, on April 26.  Eben is the grandson of Carole & Larry Stone, great-grandson of the late Isabelle & Herman Mervis, and great-great-grandson of Sadie Silver.  Also best wishes to Carole, Larry, and Robin & Sebastion on their move to new abodes.

Best wishes also go to Bernice & Myron Friedlander on  their move to their new Pitts-burgh address, and to my son, Steven Lindenberg, on his recent move.  All the best, also, to Ettie Perilstein on her move to her new permanent address in Florida. 

Another happy item is from Rochelle (Rubin) & Paul Freedel.  They are happy to announce the birth of their grandson Eathan Alexander Primak, born in January in Greensboro, NC.  He is the son of Gerri & Victor Primak, and great-grandson of the late Abe & Grace  Rubin.  Along with this happy event, the Freedels attended the 3rd birthday party of grandson David Barkdoll, Jr. in Poolesville, MD in February, and grandson Adam Barkdoll’s 1st birthday in March, also in Maryland.

Jim & Lois (Rubin) Holbrook went to Maryland & DC to a Tucker-Speck, Salsman, Rubin family reunion at Rocky Gap Resort over Labor Day weekend.  Over 100 cousins attended.  Then off to Germany to see  Jim’s oldest son  in Stuttgart.  Plans also included a visit to Berlin.  Hope you enjoyed.

Jeanne Roth-Williams was happy with our good wishes to her, and feels she did so well because of her Pliskover genes!!!  Jeanne has accepted a position at Mellon Bank as an auditor.  After eight difficult months of job searching, her prayers have been answered.  She views this job as an opportunity to learn new things and travel.  Jeanne, you deserve this and more.  Jeanne is the daughter of Rhea Roth, and the late Lou Roth, and the granddaughter of the late Shandel Roth.

Golde & Rona Holtzman have come back to Blacksburg,VA after a long, wonderful sabbatical.  It was spent in California staying with daughter and son-in-law Dana and Nitzan Yerovam, and their beautiful son, Itai Stuart.  I’m sure son Barney Holtzman completed this happy family reunion.

Miriam Fineberg, with sons Libo, Harvey, and Donald are back from Israel after visiting their beloved Saul’s grave.  Miriam wrote with pride the birth of great-grandchildren.  I’m going to list them here for all to see:  Cole Ryan, born June 2004, son of Haley & Justin Fineberg, grandson of Louise & Libo Fineberg, great-grandson of Miriam (Pearl) and the late Saul Fineberg, and the late great-great-grandparents Goldie & Jacob Pearl.  Zachary Saul, son of Matthew & Bethy Fineberg, grandson of Don and Leah Fineberg, and the rest same as above.

And another mitzvah!!!  Mazel Tov to Matthew Michael Abramson, son of Pamela Ludin and Stuart Abramson, on his recent Bar Mitzvah.  Matthew is the grandson of Arlene R. Ludin and the late Edward N. Ludin, and the great-grandson of Sally Rubenstein and the 
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late Moe Rubenstein.  I must add here, with pleasure, Matthew is the great-great grandson of (drum roll) LAZAR RUBENSTEIN.  

The Pliskovers are like no other group in the world. I’m so proud to know the accomplishments of all our generations, especially Dr. Ronald N. Roth, husband of Sheila, son of Bud & Eleanor Roth, and grandson of the late Lil & Sam Roth.  Ron is the Medical Director, Bureau of Emergency Medicine, City of Pittsburgh; an emergency medicine physician at the University of Pittsburgh Medical Center, Presbyterian Hospital;  emergency doctor for the Steelers at  home games; and served as the medical director for the 2005 Summer National Senior Games here in Pittsburgh.  Despite his administrative responsibilities, he did double-duty at the games as an on-site physician at tennis and cycling. His respect and care of senior citizens is admirable.  The Pennsylvania Emergency Health Services Council recently presented Ron with the Pennsylvania Emergency Physician Of The Year Award, in Recognition of His Contribution to the Growth and Advancement of Emergency Medical Services in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  This beautiful plaque was presented to Ron on August 19, 2005.

Mazel Tov to Garrick Servello on his Bar Mitzvah (Nov. 5).  Garrick is the son of  Larry & Bari (Friedlander) Servello.  A Mazel Tov to Stephanie Pearl Varsha on her Bat Mitzvah – coming up in April. Stephanie is the daughter of Jaime & Alon Varsha.  Proud grandparents to both celebrants are Bernice (Kaufman) and Myron Friedlander, great-grandparents are the late Ben & Ruth (Weiner) Kaufman, great-great-grandparents are the late Pearl & Harry (Ellie) Weiner, and last on the list is our Zadie Itzie & Buba Molka.

Get well wishes go out to Joe Calig, Jeanne Katz, Herman (Hank) Greenberg, Gloria & Irv Shapiro, and anyone else who is not up to par.  Some wishes are late, but nonetheless sincere.  If I’ve missed you, it’s because I didn’t know.

To Brett Logan Kaufman:  happy birthday!  One year already!!  To me, last June, a happy birthday!  Thirty-nine years already!!  Lord knows, neither one of us looks our age.

Estelle Davidson, granddaughter of Lazar, has spent the last few months in California with her children, Lynn & Larry Tashbook.  She enjoys spending the holidays with them each year.  One of Estelle’s memories of the “old days” is something you may be aware of.  When a Pliskover came to Pittsburgh from Pliskov, Lazar would allow him to stay at his home.  They could stay a certain length of time, and had to put aside money from every pay.  This was to be used to send for their families to come here.  In case you didn’t know, in Pliskov Lazar, and my Zadie Itzie’s last name was Slipoy.  Lazar’s son-in-law, who was instrumental in bringing him here, was a Rubenstein.  He recommended the use of his name upon coming here, to make things move smoothly.  I wish someone would have documented and recorded all the goings on from day one with the emigration to America.  If someone has a story to tell re the early days, please put it on paper and mail it to me (or e-mail).  I promise I will put it in the next Newsletter.  Everyone has to have some remembrance of things said or done we could all enjoy.
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Our lantzmen from Australia, Adele and Adam Needleman, are very proud of son Ben.  He has joined the Melbourne String Orchestra, and went on tour with them to Germany this past summer.

Ettie (Gordon) Haas is happy for her son-in-law, Paul Beck.  After seven years of retire-ment his former employer, Boeing Aircraft, called him back to work on a new project.  Sharon joined him, and will spend this time away from home to be with hubby.

Marsha (Lebovitz) Cohn wrote me about her wonderful daughter.  Lindsay, a Junior (!) at Tufts, is doing well, and catching up to her Mom’s age.  (I know the feeling!!)  Lindsay also hopes to study abroad in Florence, Italy for  the second semester. Our Pliskover young ones are go-getters, thinkers, and doers.  

Speaking of our “young,” I want to remind all high school seniors or any student already enrolled in an institution of higher learning to apply for the $500 scholarship we give away yearly.  These scholarships are available to any child eighteen or under of a Pliskover member, or a Pliskover, if nineteen or over.  Contact Ann Gould for the particulars at:  anngould@pliskover.com. 

In September Ilene (Rubenstein) Milstein was in for her Taylor Allderdice Class Reunion.  (Yep, big number!!)  I found out what keeps her looking young, beautiful, and happy.  Aside from full-time work in real estate (along with daughter-in-law Nicole), she does volunteer work at the dog pound; is working on two fund raisers:  Rainbow Bridge (local), and the Sunshine Kids National; takes lessons in tap, jazz, bridge; and is in charge of a group called Single Spirits – plans parties and everyone is happy.   Also makes time for grandchildren Alex and Paige, children of Nicole & Michael Milstein.  I’m worn out!! 

Thank you, Norma Berg, for updating some of my recent information.  Norma is also related to the new Australian connection.  Also, I erred in saying that Mark Weiner is Harriet Green’s son.  He is her brother.  Big difference!  So sorry!

Congratulations to the Zobers:  Shoham on his graduation with a B.A. from the Univ. of Pittsburgh, and studying Hebrew on an ulpan in Israel, Jordana upon receiving her MBA and working as a realtor with Prudential Preferred, and Yarone who recently was elected to a two year term as President of the Penna. Young Democrats.

Keep smiling – let everyone wonder why!!

Shalom,

Barbara Rosenzweig

412-421-0296

PRLSDTR@AOL.COM
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